Tools for Powerful Learning

CONNECTING

Word Sort
(a tool for accessing prior knowledge – and processing and transforming)

1. Choose words that you wish students to know along with related words that they already know.

2. Give students scissors to cut words out or have them precut in envelopes or Ziploc baggies. 

3. Depending on your goal, tell students to sort words into a number of categories that they decide upon (open sort) or tell them the key words under which they must sort their words (closed sort). 

4. Share (with partners, in a gallery walk, in a whip around). 

Variation for Student-Generated Words:
1. What do you already know about…?

2. On your own, brainstorm for two minutes.

3. With a partner, because two heads are better than one, add to your list (OR reduce your list, choose the most important idea, notice similarities and differences).  Be prepared to report out in two minutes.

4. Whip around the class for a report:  one person from each pair must report (the partners should alternate the reporting task).  Listen carefully as others report because you need to report something different from everyone else.  

5. As students report out key ideas and concepts, have a student record on word cards.  Have strips of masking tape on the board.  Ask students to sort their word into categories as they report them.

New Ideas, Questions, Connections: 

· Use at the beginning of a unit.  This helps students to think about how ideas belong together as well as accessing their prior knowledge as they think about, talk about and sort the words.

· Use at the end of a unit:  have students brainstorm all the words they’ve learned to create a wall of words to choose from.  Have them decide on what the most important categories are and then the five most important words in each category.  Use the sorts as an outline for an essay or a mind map or to review for a test.

