Tools for Powerful Learning

CONNECTING

Floorstorming

(a tool for accessing prior knowledge and visualizing)

1. Teacher creates a visual display of images for a text or topic that students will study (or in the case of Lit Circles, students could develop the display for the next group of students reading the text).  This can include pictures, timelines, tableau, a family tree, artifacts and objects, and so on.  

2. Display is placed on the floor (or tables) for a small group to look at (you can have a different display for each group).  

3. Prompt students to look carefully at the images, describe what they see, and then infer relationships, notice commonalities between objects, infer from them the topic of the text that they will read, and share what they know about the topic.

4. Groups record their thinking and share it with the class.  Students think further about relationships, inferences, connections.  

From Reading is Seeing, Jeffrey D. Wilhelm
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