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What do kid who are struggling in October need?  Our list:  

· Personal check in

· A plan:  if September didn't work, let's try this instead

· To connect with someone 

· Clear expectations

· To be safe

· An opportunity to feel successful

· Time

· Less pressure

· Hope

Some questions we asked (and might continue to think about together)

How do we connect with parents?  How do we build relationships with parents so conversations are meaningful?  

What criteria do we use?  All of us, but certainly struggling learners need something to refer to.  When students know what to do, they can get to work, and as Leyton said, "It's hard to struggle when you have work to do."

How do we use descriptive feedback?  We need to catch and notice our struggling learners (before the crumpled paper); Leyton reminds us that while you are spending (precious) time giving the feedback, six other kids are listening and learning about what's important.  Time well spent!

What's one teensy thing you can do to hook struggling learners in?  Let's collect our ideas and thoughts. Send them to me or bring them next time. Amy Fleming already sent her idea.  She added symbols to the learning intentions to create a poster.  She subscribes to the Symbolstix Online:  http://symbolstix.n2y.com/.   

