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     Teaching and Learning with Aboriginal Content
Successfully Integrating Aboriginal Content

· Rather than try to study a group/culture in totality over (ex.) a six week period, pull in the content bit by bit over time, linking to the present where ever possible.  

· Focus on a specific theme within the study of Aboriginal peoples. Use multiple texts or opportunities within the same theme.

· Whenever possible integrate across the curriculum
Helpful Hints

· Reflect on your knowledge/awareness regarding Aboriginal Literacy (body of knowledge)

· Refer to Aboriginal Peoples in the present tense where appropriate

· Gain some awareness of local protocols 

· Don’t assume your Aboriginal student(s) are knowledgeable about their own culture(s)
· Create an environment that allows your students to feel proud of their cultures and one that will foster a willingness to share
· Don’t ask one Aboriginal person to speak on behalf of others

· Utilize the Aboriginal professionals in your school / district / community

· Address racist behaviour

Why Teach Aboriginal Content?

· Aboriginal students are neither participating nor succeeding at the same rate as the non-Aboriginal counterparts

· You may or may not have Aboriginal students in your class.  Knowledge of Aboriginal perspectives, history etc. is important for all people to become aware of.  We are trying to support students to be respectful citizens who operate from a place of respect.

· You may or may not have Aboriginal Prescribed Learning Outcomes
· Nanaimo-Ladysmith School District has a signed agreement (Aboriginal Education Enhancement Agreement, AEEA) to improve the success of Aboriginal students
· Aboriginal peoples in Canada have a long history

· Aboriginal peoples exist today

· You will be showing respect and appreciation for a population that has suffered 

· You will be playing a part in healing the past and building healthy relationships for the future

