TOOLS for PROCESSING

During & After Reading (Viewing, Listening)
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MOST IMPORTANT WORD

1. After reading, listening, viewing (after a chunk or at the end of the text), ask students to choose the most important word in the selection (this could be one in the text or one that synthesizes the most important idea).

2. Students talk to partner to get new ideas and to notice what is similar or different about their choice.  They may keep their word or change their thinking.

3. Students each report out their word.  (They may have the same word.)*  Listeners notice what is similar or different about their choice.

4. Identify the top four words.

5. Students must decide on one of the top four. 

6. Go to four corners (one word in each corner).  With group, identify all the reasons why THIS word is MOST important. 

7. Each group presents their reasons to persuade others to “vote” for their word.

8. Student return to seats for a quick write: what is the most important word and why.  It doesn’t have to be one of the four words, of course; it has to be supported with reason.  

9. Students then justify their thinking in a quick write, thinking, for example, in the case of a story, how the word affects the characters, theme, setting, plot and conflict.  

Adapted from When Kids Can’t Read, What Teachers Can Do (Kylene Beers)
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New Ideas, Questions, Connections:
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