IMAGINE!

Notes from Room 103: Most Bang for Buck
1. T-charts: what does it look like, sound like, feel like…

2. Venn diagrams: great for comparing/contrasting.
3. Clear criteria for assignments: get even more bang for buck by having students co-create criteria. Can use peer/self assessment to ensure criteria are met. Can use chart with criteria on left, “proof” spaces on the right—students fill in examples of the criteria.

4. Clear learning intentions: get even more bang by using red/yellow/green light circles and having students frequently self-assess; this helps to motivate students because they see that they have grown. Can also use red/yellow/green cards on desk to monitor student understanding.

5. “Wait time”: this increases student accountability.
6. A-B partner talk: a favourite. Can increase accountability by having one partner report out.

7. K-W-L charts (Know-Want to know-Learned): works to gather prior knowledge and monitor growth
8. Use coloured duotangs: Have three colours of duotangs in the room. Take home colours on a rotating basis.

9. Four quadrants: Can be used in a variety of ways. In primary math, the four are Manipulatives, Pictures, Symbols, and Words.  

10. Templates (mental frameworks): Use the same framework for complex thinking skills. For example, in math problem solving, this could be an option:
1. Facts:

2. Big question:

3. Thinking in words, pictures, symbols:

4. Recheck:

5. Statement: 

11. Writing on Key Learnings: students take time at the end of each day to reflect on the key learnings of one subject area. At the end of the week, the five reflections are taken home and parents are encouraged to respond (signature, letter, comments). During first term, reflections are written together; second term, key words are noted; third, independent writing time. (thanks to Nancy @ Randerson)
12. Timeline sort: students are given an envelope with numerous events in a time period; they use various sources to create their own timeline and glue events down. This ‘sort’ can also be used with words.

13. Music: make up a song to help remember historical events; Russ B. is available to sing “Summer of ‘89” (that’s 1789) upon request!
14. Self/Peer Assessments: for some grades, self works better and vv.

15. Use a picture/metaphor for assessment: Sue has students create a picture of a flower garden for their parent-teacher-student conferences…tall flowers represent strengths, shorter flowers need more water, nutrients (leads to action plan…).  

16. Focus: when trying new strategies, choose wisely, start small and work to develop consistency of language. TAKE RISKS! Don’t be afraid to try something over again if it doesn’t work. Debrief with students re: what worked/didn’t work. Cover door window with dark paper (. 
17. Check out PETER’S LIST! (we’re in the process of tracking this down….)

18. Mentoring: get one of the “Golden Girls” to help you implement new strategies….pair up with another teacher….phone a friend or someone from this list…

19. USE THE WIKI: conveniently located at http://workingtogether.pbworks.com  

