Tools for Powerful Learning

CONNECTING

G.O.S.S.I.P

(a tool for accessing prior knowledge – and processing and transforming)

1. On their own have students write for two minutes about a controversial issue or an important concept or to access their prior knowledge.  

2. Students should then talk to a partner and share their thinking.  They should write down (or say) what was similar or different, what new ideas they can add, and most particularly, how their own thinking was enriched by the conversation.

3. After two minutes students switch partners, again taking note of similarities, differences, additions, how their thinking was changed.

4. After two minutes students switch partners, again taking note of similarities, differences, additions, how their thinking was changed.

5. Students should return to their seats. In reflecting they should reread (or rethink) their initial response and write (or tell) about how they think differently now. 
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New Ideas, Questions, Connections:
· This strategy can be used when students have a lot of prior knowledge about a topic that you want to surface or at the end of a unit to review what was most important.
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