Eliot Jones, Midnight Superhero / Elliot Superhéros 
by Anne Cottringer and Alex T. Smith
Whole-school sequence developed by Ann Gordon and June Bouchard

École Quarterway School

January 2010
Rationale / purpose:  
· To introduce the power of questioning and…move into inferring; 
· Review A/B partner talk.
Targeted Skills: listening, speaking, brainstorming, predicting, thinking, wondering writing.
Resources:

· Text:  Eliot Jones, Midnight Superhero and  Elliot Superhéros  by Anne Cottringer and Alex T. Smith
· Posters on “Questioning” and “Inferring”.

· Reading Power by Adrienne Gear

· Handout     

Background:  

· This year, we are moving into the power of “questioning”.

· By now, most of us have started working on questioning in class, especially thin/thick questions.

· As with “connections”, questions have to be relevant.

· Questioning naturally leads to inferring; we will be touching on this power as well.
Monday – Session 1 – Question words:

You will need:  picture provided for brainstorm, Elmo or overhead projector, “Questioning Words”, the wonder wheel, chart paper with markers.

1.  Brainstorm using the picture provided or one of your choice:
a. What is a question?

b. Why do we ask questions?

c. What are helpful question words?

d. See handout as a guide – questioning words and wonder wheel. 

2. Introduce wonder wheel as a tool to help build good questions.

3. Show picture either on overhead or with Elmo; give 2 minutes to students to study the picture. 
4. Primary: use wonder wheel poster
a. How do you start a question?  Start with “I wonder…”  
b. In A/B partners, come up with one great question each that you can contribute.

c. Teacher charts up questions on chart paper.
5. Intermediate: use mini wonder wheels 
a. How do you start a question?  I wonder…..
b. In A/B partners, come up with 5 powerful questions.

c. Narrow down to one question for the pair to contribute.

d. Teacher charts up questions on chart paper
6. Encourage students to look at each question and ask: is this an important question that would help me have a deeper understanding of what’s in the picture? 

7. Reflection – done orally:  
-    Talk about thick / thin questions

-    What’s important and what is not – relevance of questions.  
Tuesday – Session 2 – Reading the book - Three Stages of Questioning:

You will need:  book with title covered, “Three stages of questioning” poster or overhead.  Pre-read the book so you know the story and where to stop to question.
1. Introduce book:  Show cover without title – make sure title is hidden.

2. Importance of teacher modeling to guide students through the questioning process:
a. “Before reading” questions:  Look at the cover - start with “I wonder…”  

b. “During reading” questions:  Read to the marker, stop and ask “Now, what are you/we wondering about?” 
c. “After reading” questions:  “Has your thinking changed?” 

3. Use chart or overhead to record questions before, during, after reading.  Intermediate students could record their questions on their own recording sheet.
4. Reflection – done orally:  Did my thinking about the story change as we asked more questions?
Wednesday – Session 3 – Relevance of Questions:  “Answers to deep-thinking questions may not be found in the story, but they certainly have to matter.” (A. Gear)
***   Please note:  Actual Family Literacy Day today! (
You will need:  the book, chart made on day 2, “Evaluating questions”(as a reference), overhead of brain. 
1. Re-read book orally without interruptions.
2. Look at the questions generated from yesterday.

3. Evaluate the questions; were the questions answered in the text?

4. Did your questions matter?

5. Unanswered questions lead on to inferring.  Use the overhead of the brain to see where “maybes” come from.  
6. Reflection done orally:  Why do you have to be so careful when posing questions while you read?  (Because questions lead to understanding.)
Thursday – Session 4 –  Putting it all together - Imagine you are a super hero:

You will need “Imagine you are a Superhero!” worksheets – drafts and final copies.
1. Brainstorm as many qualities of a superhero as you can come up with.  

2. List on the board – this could be done as a web.

3. Students and teacher think about the qualities that most appeal to them if they were a superhero.

4. Task – done individually by students:
a. Discuss task requirements with class.

b. Explain that they are to do a draft following the instructions on the draft sheet – go over instructions with students.  The intermediate draft doesn’t include an illustration of their superhero but they should think of what their superhero name should be.  The primary draft iluustration should just be a sketch. 
c. Once they are happy with their draft, they work on their good copy which includes a drawing of their superhero.

d. The good copies can be displayed on bulletin boards in the hallway. 
5. Reflection: What did Eliot teach you about superheroes?  (Steer conversation towards the idea that anyone, any size, any age, any gender, any culture can be a superhero.)
Friday – Session 5 – Read-in in the gym around 12:50
-    PJ Day with buddy classes – parents invited to join in.   
Possible extensions:
1. Social Studies; mapping

2. What is a hero?

3. What is a superhero?

4. Eliot has super powers, but what could be an everyday superhero?

5. Do you know a superhero?

6. Olympic heroes… how about Paralympics – defying the odds?  
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Review

Mild-mannered bookworm by day, international troubleshooter by night! Little Eliot, with curly red hair like his mother and large round red-framed eyeglasses, is a model child. Quiet and obedient, he reads nearly all day and regularly feeds his pet goldfish. But at night, when all are sleeping, Eliot dons his superhero garb (green cape and boots and briefs featuring a gold 'E') and flies all over the world solving major (and minor) problems. Among the former: He helps the Coast Guard rescue a ship from dangerous rocks, uses code-cracking skills to find the Queen's stolen jewels and launches a rocket that bursts a meteor on a collision course with Earth. He also finds time to return lost teddy bears. Cottringer's delightful fantasy is ably abetted by Smith's scruffy mixed-media illustrations, busy and bright and full of additional jokes (such as the ocean liner that sports the name 'The Rubber Ducky' and a bemused mountain goat he buzzes by in the Himalayas). Walter Mitty-class drollery that should appeal to children and adults alike. (Picture book 4-7) 32pg. --Kirkus Reviews, July 15, 2009 

Name:_____________________________                    Division:___________

Superhero interview – Draft

Imagine you are a superhero!

A magazine editor hears about your amazing powers and asks that someone comes to interview you.  Come up with 3-5 important / powerful questions the interviewer will ask you.  Give thoughtful answers to those questions.  

Question 1:________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Answer:________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Question 2: ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Answer:  ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Question 3: ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Answer:

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Question 4: ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Answer: ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Question 5: ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Answer: ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Superhero interview
	


Q. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

A. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Q. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

A. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Q.  ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

A.________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Q. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

A.  ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Q. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

A. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
                                                                                        Name: ______________

Name:  _____________________________      Division: _______________

Imagine you are a superhero!  -  Draft 
Draw yourself as a superhero!

	Hero’s Name: _________________




What are your super powers? 

1. ______________________________________________________________

2.  ______________________________________________________________

How do you use these powers?

1. ______________________________________________________________

2.  ______________________________________________________________

You Are a Superhero!  
	


What are your super powers? 

1. ______________________________________________________________

2.  ______________________________________________________________

How do you use these powers?

1. ______________________________________________________________

2.  ______________________________________________________________

                                                                   Name : ________________________

Nom:_____________________________                    Division:___________

Entrevue – Brouillon

Imagine que tu es un super éros!

Le président d’un grand magazine apprend que tu as des pouvoirs super naturels et envoie un journaliste pour t’interviewer.  Invente 3-5 questions importantes que le journaliste va te demander.  Donne des réponses réfléchies à ces questions.  

Question 1:________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Réponse:________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Question 2: ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Réponse:  ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Question 3: ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Réponse: ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Question 4: ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Réponse: ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Question 5: ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Réponse: ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Entrevue du superhéros !
	


Q. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

R. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Q. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

R.  ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Q. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

R.________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Q. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

R. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Q.  ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

R.  ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

                                                                              Nom : __________________

Nom:  _____________________________      Division: _______________

Imagine que tu es un superhéros! - Brouillon
Dessine-toi en superhéros!

	Nom de ton superhéros: _________________




Quels sont tes pouvoirs super-naturels? 

1. ______________________________________________________________

2.  ______________________________________________________________

Comment peux-tu utiliser ces pouvoirs?

1. ______________________________________________________________

2.  ______________________________________________________________

Tu es un Superhéros! 
	


Quels sont tes pouvoirs super-naturels? 

1. ______________________________________________________________

2.  ______________________________________________________________

Comment peux-tu utiliser ces pouvoirs?

1. ______________________________________________________________

2.  ______________________________________________________________

                                                                               Nom : __________________
